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Perhaps you are familiar with the phrase “...can’t see the forest
for the trees”. What could that possibly mean? Itis used to de-
scribe someone who gets so caught up in the details that they
fail to grasp the over-arching situation. That is a danger we face
when we apply the parables of Jesus to our personal lives. We
get so caught up in the details we could miss the larger principles
Jesus is teaching.

The purpose of this weeks study is to step back just a little bit
so we can see the larger purpose of what Jesus wants us to un-
derstand about the present form of the Kingdom of God. You
have likely seen the use of Google Maps on a news cast where
the world is viewed from outer space and then you are taken to
a particular location. Google states that one of its goals through
our use of their map program is that we might “see the world
from every angle”. This is one of the purposes of our present
study of “Walking Through the Parables with Jesus”. We want to
see God’s Kingdom from every angle.

The angle this week is from a broad lens. We want to investi-
gate the larger scope of the kingdom as it is presented through
the kingdom parables found in Matthew 13. Each parable is de-
signed to answer a particular question or solve a particular prob-
lem. What are the questions from the parables of the kingdom
in this chapter? Why are they so important that Jesus took lots
of time to teach them to His disciples?

This study is designed to set up the foundation for a study of
the kingdom of God by walking with Jesus through some of the
parables related to kingdom living in the here and now.
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Before digging into the questions below it would be good to read Matthew
chapter 13. This will give you a bigger picture.

3.

After reading the parable of the Sower (Mt. 13:3-9; 18-23) answer the

following questions.

Who is the sower?

What is the seed?

Who or what is the field?

Who are the birds?

What are four things which can happen to the seed that is sown?

What question is Jesus answering in this parable. Remember, keep the
big picture in mind.

Now read the parable of the Weeds (vv.24-30; 36-43) and identify the fol-
lowing:

Who is the sower of the good seed?
What does the field represent?
Who are the good seeds?

Who is the sower of the evil seeds?

Who are the evil seeds?

What question do you think Jesus is answering through this parable?

What do you learn from verses 41-43?

What do you think Jesus wants us to understand from the parable of the
mustard seed? In other words what question is he answering?

What are three take-aways you have gleaned from this study?

How do these encourage you in your walk with Jesus?



